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Historic Coalition of New York City’s Largest Interfaith Organizations 
Announces Series of 9/11 Walks that Reverse the Path That Fleeing New 

Yorkers Were Forced to Take a Decade Ago  

“Prepare New York” Additionally Unveils a Series of Summer Events Designed to Celebrate the 
Diversity of Religious Freedom at Ground Zero 

NEW YORK, NY––“So often hatred is fueled by a lack of real information, a drumbeat of media sound 
bites and a belief that stereotypes are universally true,” says Ms. Joyce Dubensky, Executive Vice 
President & CEO at the Tanenbaum Center for Interreligious Understanding. “This can – and often does – 
lead to an inability to live our lives in a way that recognizes the humanity in people who are unfamiliar or 
different.” 

Last year, on the ninth anniversary of September 11, Ground Zero was covered by protest and vitriol 
towards Muslims in response to the proposed building of an Islamic Community Center and Mosque. 
Faith and non-faith communities witnessed the prejudice and hatred that persists around religious 
differences, particularly when it comes to the demonization of Muslims as the dangerous “other.”  

In a groundbreaking effort to change the dialogue on the tenth anniversary from one of exclusion to 
inclusion, a group of interfaith organizations and religious leaders of various faith traditions has formed a 
coalition called “Prepare New York” to connect people of all backgrounds to promote religious freedom 
in America. “This city, our nation and the global community must clearly acknowledge that the events of 
September 11, 2001 were forced upon us by Al Qaeda - not Islam nor our Muslim friends or neighbors,” 
says Ms. Colleen Kelly, an advisor to the “Prepare New York” coalition and member of “September 11th 
Families for Peaceful Tomorrows”. Kelly lost her brother at the World Trade Center site almost ten years 
ago. “9/11 tore our hearts apart - but it also brought America together and transformed New York City 
into a place of hope and healing. We join the call from Prepare New York to once again showcase our 
city as a place where neighbors celebrate life, live in peace and worship diversely,” she said. 

On June 30 the six member coalition announced a series of 9/11 Walks to take place on the tenth 
anniversary that will reverse the paths that fleeing New Yorkers were forced to take a decade ago. New 
Yorkers will be invited to take the simple action of walking together as an expression of healing. The 
walks are free and open to the public and organizations are invited to contact “Prepare New York” about 



leading or requesting assistance from the coalition in organizing their own 9/11 Walk. The Abraham’s 
Path Initiative, a Harvard-incubated NGO which inspires travelers to journey on historical national and 
local trails around the world, has already joined the 9/11 Walks. Additionally, the coalition is continuing 
work in churches, temples, mosques, and other houses of worship and community settings, conducting 
facilitated dialogues that explore religious freedom in America.  

“As the tenth anniversary of 9/11 approaches, we as New Yorkers of diverse faith traditions and 
backgrounds have an opportunity to make this city a more welcoming place then it was last summer,” 
says the Rev. Chloe Breyer, Executive Director of the Interfaith Center of New York. Her organization 
has already organized and facilitated many of the over 500 dialogues called “Coffee Hour Conversations” 
to be conducted before and after the September 11th Anniversary. “From Imam’s speaking at churches in 
Brooklyn; from members of the Muslim community in dialogue with 9/11 survivors and family members; 
exciting conversations are taking place across the five boroughs. Hundreds of coffee hour conversations 
between religiously diverse neighbors in a season of continued grief and healing remind us that we’re all 
in this together,” Breyer said. 

The conversations utilize free facilitator materials and fact sheets designed by the Tanenbaum Center and 
are used during Prepare New York’s public events and other events that communities and individuals may 
hold across the nation. These Prepare New York materials provide the public – in a variety of existing 
community settings – the opportunity to process, assess and re-frame the lens through which they see “the 
other” and Islam in particular. The facilitator materials cover a diverse array of topics including:  

 9/11 and terrorism; 
 The impact of anti-Islamic sentiment on New York life; 
 The Park51 Community Center; 
 Religion and diversity in schools and in the workplace; 
 Being Muslim in America; and 
 Hate groups, hate crimes, bulling and harassment 

Prepare New York’s facilitator materials, and a new video launched Independence Day weekend titled 
“We the People” are both resources to help spark dialogue in conversation forums taking place in NYC 
and across the country. “Religion is often seen as a source of conflict and we sometimes forget that it is 
also where many people turn to in order to find solace in times of difficulty,” said Dr. Hussein Rashid, 
Associate Editor at Religion Dispatches and a Principal Instructor at Quest Center for Spiritual Inquiry. 
“We want to provide a way for others to see what we already know: there is no reason why Americans of 
different faith traditions cannot build a better and more just society together. We can help each other 
heal.” 

The coalition members are: Auburn Theological Seminary, Interfaith Center of New York, Intersections 
International, Odyssey Networks, Quest, and Tanenbaum Center for Interreligious Understanding.  
Together, the coalition will continue to meet and facilitate Coffee Hour Conversations in houses of 
worship, community centers, and homes to talk about the challenges and opportunities of religious 
diversity during a time of continued grief and healing. Two community organizations—September 11th 
Families for Peaceful Tomorrows and 9/11 Communities for Common Ground—serve as advisers to the 
coalition. For more information visit www.PrepareNY.com and follow the Twitter handle @PrepareNY. 
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